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GPNNT conducted its annual Membership renewal and GP CPD Needs Assessment drive in July 2009.   
 
The assessment revealed GP members the top ten topics for the 2010 training year, in order of preference, are: 

 dermatology 

 mental health 

 emergency medicine 

 women’s health 

 oncology 

 ophthalmology 

 clinical governance and practice management 

 cardiology 

 musculoskeletal issues 

 aged care 
 
Hot Topics 
Whilst dermatology continues as CPD topic priority, the availability of the visiting dermatologist remains a barrier.  
The CPD Task Group is continuing to work towards holding an education session in the first half of 2010. 
 
Mental health is proving to be a hot topic, perhaps as a result of claiming changes. The GPNNT Mental Health Team 
are committed to undertake further training in 2010 to meet demand, including Level 1 Mental health Skills training. 
Many members indicated they would like to receive accredited training for claiming the mental health MBS item, 
and we are currently addressing this. 
 
Emergency medicine continues to be offered through the Rural Emergency Skills Training (REST) Course.  In response 
to demand, we are planning to hold this course 3 times/year in 2010, once in Alice Springs and twice in Darwin. 
Course dates will be circulated once confirmed.   
 
We have been in communication with the Jean Hailes Foundation  for Women’s Health regarding future events, 
including face to face opportunities and video conference options. IUD insertion, identified as a specific topic for 
training under Women’s Health, is held regularly in both Alice Springs and Darwin each year through the Family 
Planning Welfare Association of NT.    
 
Topics including oncology, ophthalmology, cardiology and musculoskeletal will be addressed by the CPD Task Group 
for action in the coming year.  
 
The GPNNT CPD Task Group includes: 
Dr Kerryn Gijsbers (Darwin),  Dr Peter Spafford (Katherine), Dr Ameeta Patel (Alice Springs),  Dr Wendy Page (Gove), 
and  Dr Hung The Nguyen (Darwin), GP Advisors 
Julia Pettigrew, GPNNT Chronic Disease Program representative 
Liz McCoy, Sheryn Hemley and Kelly Penning, Member Services representatives. 
 
…cont 
 
 

http://www.jeanhailes.org.au/
http://www.fpwnt.com.au/
http://www.fpwnt.com.au/


 

General Practice Network NT Ltd. | ABN 61 129 153 724 | 
Stuart House, 5 Shepherd Street Darwin NT 0800 | gpnnt@gpnnt.org.au 
PO Box 2562 Darwin NT 0801 |  
T 08 8982 1000 | F 08 8981 5899 | www.gpnnt.org.au 

 

 
 

General Practice Network NT 

2009 GP CPD Needs Assessment Summary 

 
 
 
 
 
Clinical Governance and Practice Management was addressed in 2009 with a successful workshop run with David 
Dahm, National CEO and Founding Director of Health and Life Pty Ltd. Key themes addressed during David’s 
presentation were succession planning and retention, the New Health and Support Services Award, recruiting 
overseas trained doctors and best practice financial performance indicators and reporting. We also engaged the 
Chamber of Commerce NT to present an information session on the National Healthcare Award Modernisation on 2 
December 2009.  Both sessions were well attended and we will look at further opportunities in this area in 2010. 
 
Dr Phillip Morris presented an excellent workshop in Katherine in 2009 on Aged Care, specifically the younger onset 
of dementia (under 65) and will be kept in mind for future events. Dr Morris is the Executive Director of the Gold 
Coast Institute of Mental Health and Medical Director of Mirikai, a young adult drug and alcohol rehabilitation 
program on the Gold Coast. Dr Robert Penhall, head of the Geriatric Medicine department of Royal Adelaide Hospital 
has also been identified as a potential presenter on Aged Care.   
 
Tyranny of distance 
Members acknowledged that distance remains a major barrier to attending CPD events, particularly when they are 
held around Darwin and Alice Springs.  GPNNT will endeavour to continue to offer CPD in the more rural and remote 
areas at every opportunity.  Satellite Broadcasts and online learning opportunities are featured regularly in GPNNT 
Weekly PHaCTs. 
 
Calendar of Events 
The GPNNT 2010 CPD calendar of Events is now available on the GPNNT website (Refer Member Services).  For all 
enquiries regarding education opportunities please contact our Member Services Team on (08) 8982 1000. 
 
CPD for other health professionals 
In recognition of the broader GPNNT membership base, we are committed to providing CPD to meet the needs of all 
primary health care professionals.  These will be made available by the GPNNT Calendar of Events and detailed in the 
GPNNT quarterly OCHRE publication. 
 
Further Information 
For further information in relation to the GPNNT CPD Program, please contact  
Sheryn Hemley, CPD Coordinator, Alice Springs on 8950 4882 or sheryn.hemley@gpnnt.org.au 
Kelly Penning, CPD Officer, Darwin on 8982 1008 or kelly.penning@gpnnt.org.au 
Liz McCoy, Education Coordinator on 8982 1003 or liz.mccoy@gpnnt.org.au 
 
 

http://www.healthandlife.com.au/
http://www.gcimh.com.au/
http://www.gcimh.com.au/
http://www.rah.sa.gov.au/internal/geri_med.php
http://www.gpnnt.org.au/site/index.cfm?display=37117
http://www.gpnnt.org.au/site/index.cfm?display=37117
http://www.gpnnt.org.au/site/index.cfm?display=39172
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