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Media Release 

NT health professionals recognised for high profile award 
His Honour, Mr Tom Pauling AO QC, Administrator of the Northern Territory, presented The  
Administrator’s Medals for  Primary Health Care 2010 at an award ceremony at Government House 
on Friday 30 April 2010. The Honourable Kon Vatskalis, Minister for Health, and health professionals 
from across the Territory showed their support for the achievements of local primary health care pro-
viders at the ceremony. 
 
Congratulations to the recipients of the Administrator’s Medals for Primary Health Care 2010. 
 
Individual Medal awarded to Mr David (Japarta) Lines, Cultural Safety Manager, Katherine West 
Health Board.  David has demonstrated a long-term commitment to improving health outcomes 
through his work as a long-serving and respected Aboriginal Health Worker (AHW) in the Katherine 
region. He is a strong advocate and leader within the community who has been working tirelessly for 
the safe travel of patients between Katherine and Darwin requiring treatment. He has played a key 
role in leading the Aboriginal Health Worker team and in his role as the Cultural Safety Manager, en-
ǎǳǊƛƴƎ ƘƛƎƘ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎ ƻŦ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ŀǊŜ ŜƳōŜŘŘŜŘ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ YŀǘƘŜǊƛƴŜ ²Ŝǎǘ IŜŀƭǘƘ .ƻŀǊŘΩǎ ǇǊƻπ
grams. He continues to strongly advocate for the Aboriginal Health Worker profession and to 
strengthen support as well as establish adequately resourced training pathways for AHW Trainees. He 
is an exceptional role model to all Aboriginal Health Workers in the community and in Katherine West 
Health Board. (Extract presentation speech Ms Erin Lew Fatt, AMSANT on behalf of Selection Panel) 
 
Team Medal awarded to the Health Education and Promotion Team, Aboriginal Resource  
Development Services. ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǿƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ǘŜŀƳ ƛǎ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜƭȅ ǘƻ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ 
health literacy and patient outcomes of Yolngu people of north-east Arnhem land through face-to-face 
education, the production of health education resources and broadcasting audio education programs 
on Yolngu radio. The team prides itself in being a multi-disciplinary team bringing a range of skills and 
expertise to their work throughout north-Ŝŀǎǘ !ǊƴƘŜƳ ƭŀƴŘΦ ¢ƘŜ ǘŜŀƳΩǎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ƛǎ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ƛǘǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǘπ
ment to work within traditional cultural structures, to promote health and create resources in the  
language of the people, to maintain and strengthen relationships with Yolngu people and work with 
the people in their communities. (Extract presentation speech Ms Erin Lew Fatt, AMSANT on behalf of 
Selection Panel) 
 

Highly Commended Individual  - Ms Joan Djamalaka Dhamarrandji, Aboriginal Mental Health 
Worker, Ngalkanbuy Health Centre  
Highly Commended Team - D Day Team, Wurli Wurlinjang Health Service 
End. 

To arrange interviews with medal recipients, obtain photos from the award ceremony or for other  
media enquiries please contact Alex Meagher, Marketing Officer, General Practice Network NT on 8982 
1012 or alex.meagher@gpnnt.org.au 
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